
The Auckland Graving Dock



From the Ferry Building (Completed 1912)





The tepid baths (1914) were NOT built on the dock site 



Artist: Roger Morris



Graving Dock  -

Auckland Harbour Board concept and commission 

Controversy about need, where and how large

Requirement decided on was  300ft long, 12ft over the sill at ordinary tides

Australian expert E O Moriarty did the design and called tenders - rejected as too 
expensive

Mr. W. Errington, City Waterworks Engineer substituted in 1875. He was fresh from the 
Western Springs Pump Station design (Commissioned 1877) – his design accepted.

Opened 1878 Charged £1 to £3 per day to use. 



In use



The Calliope Dock is a historical 
stone dry dock on the grounds of 
the Devonport Naval Base, 
in Devonport, Auckland, New 
Zealand. It was built in 1888 to 
service ships of the British Royal 
Navy, and is still in use today. 

Also built by the Auckland 
Harbour Board, only 10 years after 
the Graving Dock. 

W. Errington, now a consulting 
engineer did the design.

New Dry Dock



Swimming competitions were even held in the 
dock, a vast artificial pool formed there once 
filled. One of the last of these was in 1912.

Boiler flue?





Despite a bit of a protest from the NZ Shipowners' 
Federation, and a petition to Parliament, demolition 
of the old dock, retrieval of the valuable bluestone 
sides and base for sale by tender, and filling in of the 
remaining hole proceeded in 1915.

The bluestones (basalt) would have been valuable 
because of their size.

The Auckland Dock Sill was a leveling datum for many 
years – still found on drawings I was referencing in 
the 1970s.

Today vessels of the size the Graving Dock had 
handled are dealt with on slipways.



1915 Cartoon



Infilled
(Farmers building opened 1914)

Proposed War Memorial



The former site was an open space 
reserve 

It was proposed as a war memorial – but 
that never happened.

Rather the Harbour Board erected a small 
memorial to its staff that served. It is still 
there today - though moved.

It had storage sheds built on it in WW2.

It never returned to open space.




